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SUSTAINABLE HEALTH REVIEW 
286. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that the sustainable health review also created an independent oversight 
committee, independently chaired, appointed by and reporting to the minister, why does the government need 
another task force, or has it simply abandoned the review’s recommendations, given we are five years on? 
The SPEAKER: Member, you need to ask a direct question for the supplementary. 
Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 
Madam Speaker, it does not matter how many times you say it; it just does not get through. There is an inability 
to think on one’s feet or come up with an original idea or even a constructive solution. 
The sustainable health review is about long-term, 10-year reform. It quite rightly has independent oversight of its 
implementation, and the government is accountable for that independent implementation. The ministerial task force 
is a task force of government, working and focused across the health system. That is what it is. The task force is 
focused on emergency access. 
Do the work, read the information and take it in; that is my suggestion to the opposition. The opposition is absolutely 
all over the place on this package. On the one hand, the member for Vasse supports the 24/7 nurses in emergency 
department waiting rooms, which is a really important part of the package and was a recommendation of the 
inquest into the circumstances around Aishwarya’s death, but, on the other hand, the member for Cottesloe has 
criticised them completely and says it will make things worse. He totally disregards any of those recommendations. 
For some reason, opposition members think that the $250 million is the only funding for the health budget; that is 
just for the emergency department package. That package has been highly commended by people who actually 
work in the system—that is, emergency physicians—and it was developed in consultation with those people. Unlike 
opposition members, who criticise and mock the ideas that they come up with—you mock them—I have much higher 
regard for those experts who are working in our emergency departments, and many of these packages have come 
through them, and that is why we are implementing them. 
The SPEAKER: Members, that concludes question time. 
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